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The tug KST 51 assisting an arriving tanker at Jurong Island in Singapore  

Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com  (c) CLICK  at the photo !  
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EVENTS, INCIDENTS & OPERATIONS 
Your feedback is important to me so please drop me an email if you have any photos / 

articles that may be of interest to the maritime interested people at sea and ashore 
PLEASE SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE / PHOTOS / ARTICLES TO : 

newsclippings@gmail.com 
this above email address is monitored 24/7  

 

PLEASE DONT CLICK ON REPLY AS THE NEWSLETTER IS SENt OUT FROM AN UNMANNED SERVER  
If you don't like to receive this bulletin anymore : please send an e-mail to the above e-
mail adress for prompt action your e-mail adress will be deleted ASAP from the server  

 
 

 

  
The Singapore pilot tender GP 54 navigating the Sinki Fairway outbound to deliver the pilot to an incoming vessel  

Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com  (c) CLICK  at the photo!  

Waddenzee-proof ponton voor vloeibaar 
scheepsafval 

Damen Shipyards Den Helder heeft op haar locatie Texel – Oudeschild, een Maritiem Milieu Ponton in gebruik 
genomen. Het ponton is door Damen speciaal ontworpen voor de verwerking van vloeibaar scheepsafval en gericht op het 

mailto:newsclippings@gmail.com�
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voorkomen van morsen van milieuvervuilende stoffen. Omdat dit voor een kwetsbaar natuurgebied als de Waddenzee 
extra belangrijk is, hebben het Waddenfonds en de Provincie Noord–Holland financieel aan deze ontwikkeling bijgedragen. 
De gangbare afvalpontons voldoen weliswaar aan de huidige milieu-eisen, maar zijn verre van veilig. 

 
Een klein ongeval kan ernstige gevolgen hebben zo dicht bij de Waddenzee. Het specifiek voor dit werk ontworpen ponton 
heeft een geautomatiseerde afvalinname vol controleprocessen. De ‘one stop’ uitvoering vergroot de veiligheid en 
minimaliseert milieurisico’s met een zeeschip langszij en temidden van allerlei logistieke en industriële drukte. Het Milieu 
Ponton is ingericht om alle soorten scheepsafval in te nemen, zoals afvalwater, ballastwater, bilgewater, spuitwater ten 
gevolgen van schoonwassen, olie en verf. Deze afvalstoffen worden direct gefilterd, gescheiden en zo nodig gereinigd. 
Vervolgens worden ze voor vernietiging afgevoerd, schoon geloosd op het riool of hergebruikt.  Het Milieu Ponton biedt 
een oplossing waar zeeschepen veilig kunnen afmeren en milieuvriendelijk hun afvalstoffen kunnen afgeven. Het levert zo 
een bijdrage aan het behoud van een schone en gezonde Waddenzee en kan zo bijdragen aan meer (maritieme) 
economische activiteit, en werkgelegenheid, zoals onderhoud en reparatie.Het ponton dient tevens als 
demonstratieproject waarmee Damen nieuwe technologie en ‘gereedschappen’ onder de aandacht kan brengen bij 
bijvoorbeeld andere scheepswerven, havenbedrijven en jachthavens.  

 
The CASTILLO  DE CANDELAS anchored in the bay of Gibraltar  photo ; Francis Ferro © 

What oil-tanker rates can tell traders about 
OPEC members’ compliance with cuts 

Savvy oil traders keep an eye on the cost of moving crude via tankers for myriad clues to the underlying supply and 
demand picture. But one analyst is warning investors not to get fooled into thinking that a bounce in one closely watched 
rate is a signal that OPEC producers are surreptitiously loosening the spigots. Michael Tran, a commodity analyst at RBC 
Capital Markets, noted Thursday that day rates for tankers known as very large crude carriers, or VLCC, to move crude 
from the Arab Gulf to Asia fell from nearly $60,000 a day in the fourth quarter of last year to a low of $15,000 a day 
earlier this month. That was no shock given that an agreement by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
and its allies to cut output took effect in January. The rate is one that can be watched for a “loose” indication of how well 
members of OPEC are complying with production measures, he said. So it’s no surprise that a bounce off that low back to 
around $30,000 a day this week (see chart above) triggered “knee jerk” thoughts that compliance was slipping, 
particularly with Iraqi exports surging to nearly 4 million barrels a day in early February, up around 230,000 barrels a day 
from the same time last year. Iraq, along with Libya, Iran and Venezuela, are exempt from the OPEC cuts. But check that 
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thought, Tran said, as it appears compliance overall remains relatively high. A monitoring committee set up by OPEC and 
its allies found compliance with the cuts at 83%, Reuters reported on Wednesday, though not everyone is impressed by 
how well participants are sticking to the deal. Meanwhile, the efforts by producers, particularly Saudi Arabia, have been 
seen contributing to a rally that’s seen Brent crude the global benchmark, jump by around 25% since the end of last year, 
while the U.S. benchmark, West Texas Intermediate crude has risen around 26%. 
So why the bounce in VLCC rates? Tran said it looks like more ships are running empty in an effort to capitalize on a U.S. 
export boom. He said so-called channel checks — the practice of collecting data from a company’s customers, suppliers, 
employees and even rivals to gauge the health of a business — with physical shipping contacts “have suggested that 
rallying rates are a function of vessels leaving the Middle East due to lack of work and traveling empty en route to the 
U.S. Gulf as the region gears up for an elevated degree of exports.” Source: MarketWatch 

BIRTHDAY PARTY IN THE PORT OF ROTTERDAM 

 

 
As reported yesterday last Sunday it was 60 years ago that the tug 
ELBE was commissioned in service with L.Smit & Co Internationale 
Sleepdienst this occasion was celebrated with a cruise through the 
port of Rotterdam boarded with all the FRIENDS and SUPPORTERS 
of the ELBE as can be seen above  
 

 

http://www.vroonoffshore.nl/�
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VIKING ORION  seen at Anchor near Hobart, Tasmania, Australia and making her way upto Macquarie Wharf no 4.  She 
was required to go to Anchor for the morning due to the inevitability of a secure berth. 
Photo : Glenn Towler Hobart, Tasmania Australia © 

International trade and maritime matters – why 
to opt for the Netherlands 

The launch of the Netherlands Commercial Court (the “NCC”) has caused many to reach for their pens the last couple of 
weeks. And rightfully so, because as of 1 January 2019 the Dutch courts have proudly added the NCC as a new division to 
their judicial system. The NCC allows for proceedings to be conducted in the English language and therefore enables 
English speaking litigants to access the highly rewarded Dutch judicial system more easily. The NCC, however, is not the 
first court in the Netherlands that provides for proceedings in the English language. The District Court of Rotterdam’s 
international trade and maritime division (“Rotterdam Maritime Court”) is running a pilot for proceedings to be conducted 
in the English language (from 1 January 2016). Furthermore, several highly rewarded Dutch arbitration committees 
already provided the option to conduct proceedings in English. This article zooms in on these less exposed Dutch courts 
and arbitration committees. First of all, some of the benefits of Dutch proceedings are briefly mentioned. 
Benefits of proceedings in the Netherlands 
The Netherlands’ judicial system is known to be cost-efficient, non-corrupt and Dutch judges and lawyers are recognized 
to have extensive experience with and knowledge of complex cases. The Dutch courts are ranked in the top five 
worldwide.[1] Additionally, judgments rendered by Dutch courts can be enforced throughout the European Union without 
the need of judicial consent in the country of enforceability. After Brexit, this may not be the case anymore for judgments 
of English courts. As the Netherlands are a party to the New York arbitration convention, arbitral awards from Dutch 
arbitration committees are also widely enforceable. 
Rotterdam Maritime Court 
As the Court of the biggest European Port, the Rotterdam Maritime Court unsurprisingly is specialised in matters 
concerning maritime and transport law as well as disputes concerning the international sale of goods. These matters often 
involve international parties. In order to facilitate parties who are unfamiliar with the Dutch language, the Rotterdam 
Maritime Court has introduced the option to conduct proceedings in the English language. As the Rotterdam Maritime 
Court has well-established knowledge of maritime issues, it is the place to go to when it comes to maritime and transport 
matters. The Dutch legislator has recognized this specialization in maritime and transport law and has given the 
Rotterdam Maritime Court exclusive competence in many maritime issues.[2] This effectively rules out other courts, such 
as the NCC, to deal with a case, if this case falls within the exclusive competence of the Rotterdam Maritime Court. 
Proceedings before the Rotterdam Maritime Court are even more cost-efficient than proceedings before the NCC. In 
addition, on a regular basis, summaries in the English language of civil court rulings issued by the Rotterdam Maritime 
Court are published online. Many of the rulings in these cases are of international significance and will therefore enable 
everyone to be informed about relevant court rulings. 
Maritime, transport and trade law arbitration committees 
The arbitration committees of respectively UNUM (formerly: TAMARA), FENEX and NAI are specialised in the field of 
(international) maritime, transport and trade law. Proceedings may be conducted in the English language, if the parties 
agree thereto. The rulings of the tribunals, however, in principle are not disclosed. UNUM is the most important maritime 
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arbitration body in the Netherlands. Since its predecessor was established in 1988, it has offered a platform for 
conducting professional arbitration proceedings in the areas of shipping, shipbuilding, transport, storage, logistics and 
international trade. Arbitration proceedings are conducted in accordance with the arbitration rules of UNUM which can be 
found on its website. FENEX is a branch organisation for the freight forwarding sector. FENEX has a permanent arbitration 
tribunal since 1934, which settles disputes between freight forwarders and their customers on grounds of the Dutch 
Forwarding Conditions, Dutch Warehousing Conditions and the Terms and Conditions for Value Added Services (VAL) of 
the FENEX. FENEX recommends to follow its Procedure of Arbitration which can be found on its website. In the field of 
trade law in a broad sense, NAI is worth mentioning. NAI is established in 1949 and operates as an independent institute 
that aims to promote the resolution and settlement of disputes by means of arbitration, binding advice and mediation and 
offers effective arbitration proceedings. NAI has published Arbitration Rules on its website. NAI does not deliver arbitral 
awards itself but – just like UNUM – has a list of expert arbitrators who can be assigned on a case-to-case basis. 
Conclusion 
In view of the fact that the Dutch judicial system is widely considered to be one of the most reliable judicial systems in 
the world and quite (cost-)efficient, Dutch courts and arbitration committees may be viable alternatives to commercial 
and/or maritime courts in other jurisdictions and international arbitration institutes respectively. Source: Van Traa 
Advocaten 

 
The Damen Shipyards group Vietnam built and 2018 delivered 90 ton BP ASD 3213 JAWAR UM QASR arriving at  Dubai 

Maritime City  from Mumbai (India) the tug is enroute Iraq  
Photo :  Dick van der Linden Commercial & Chartering Manager Jawar Al Khaleej Shipping L.L.C 

 

http://www.mo4.online/�
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MV NORDNES: However - Anchor is home and secured Photo : Ralp Melkau (c) 

World’s Biggest Well-Boat ‘Ronja Storm’ Arrives 
At Havyard 

 
RONJA STORM’s hull has arrived at Havyard yard in Leirvik, ready to become the biggest wellboat in the world. Ronja 
Storm will be the world’s biggest in more ways than just being much longer than other wellboats at 116 metres. There are 
also no other ships in the world that have such a big freshwater production facility. The boat can produce 16.8 million 
litres of fresh water a day, thereby potentially covering the daily freshwater consumption of 100,000 average 
Norwegians.Nor are there any other wellboats that can match her fish tank capacity or have such a great capacity for 
processing and transport of fish. Its capacity is nearly twice that of the average wellboat. No other boats have four fish 
tanks, and no others can load 1,000 tonnes of fish an hour.That means 3,300 big salmon per minute. In addition, no 
other wellboats have used a direct current system before. Ronja Storm is the very first, and the system will save fuel and 
ensure good handling of the fish. ‘RONJA STORM is the biggest in the world not only in terms of its actual size. The 
focus has been on thorough and reliable handling of large amounts of fish, which has required new solutions and 
equipment to be developed. Clients and end users have challenged us down to the tiniest detail, and the result is that 
Ronja Storm will be a giant in every way.’ Lasse Stokkeland, EVP Havyard Ship Technology, refers to the yard’s 
experience with building wellboats and says that they are ready. ‘We’ve been preparing for this for a long time, and we 
benefit from it being a complete Havyard product both in terms of the planning and building processes. We have full 
access to expertise in all fields when it comes to design, the fish handling equipment itself, and power systems and 
automation.’ RONJA STORM is being built for Sølvtrans, which will rent the wellboat to Huon Aquaculture in Tasmania 
just off Australia. Kjetil Myren explains that the fish transporting and processing needs there require the large dimensions. 
 ‘The salmon must be treated and transported many times throughout their life cycle and bathing the fish in freshwater is 
an effective and environmentally friendly method. Producing our own freshwater makes the treatment more sustainable, 
as you avoid using natural freshwater, which is a scarce resource, you save time and fuel from not having to fetch it, and 
you don’t have to filter it. The water is of course reused as well.’ When the salmon is treated that often, it must be 



DAILY COLLECTION OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2019 – 058 
 

 

5Distribution : daily to 41.100+  active addresses                   27-02-2019                                                            Page 8         

possible to take them out of the cages quickly and with care to avoid stress and reduced growth. This is why such 
enormous systems are needed to handle the fish. To ensure fish welfare and survival, robust and redundant systems are 
also incorporated. RONJA STORM also has a direct current system, which is a first for a wellboat. This saves fuel and 
reduces noise. ‘We hope and believe that this will be a good tool for Sølvtrans and Huon Aquaculture in their work to 
produce healthy seafood. With the solutions we have used for RONJA STORM, we are delivering the next generation of 
wellboats and have taken another step towards an even more sustainable industry RONJA STORM will be delivered to 
Sølvtrans autumn 2019. The boat will be put into use by Huon Aquaculture in Tasmania. Roger Halsebakk, CEO in 
Sølvtrans, says they are very satisfied with the process so far and with the cooperation with Havyard, and he is certain 
that they will receive a vessel as planned that meets the expectations. ‘It will be a fantastic addition to Sølvtrans’s fleet. 
The ship once again confirms that Sølvtrans is at the forefront of technology developments that address quality, animal 
welfare and environmental considerations in the aquaculture industry.’ Source: havyard.com 

 
The  SECRETO anchored off Gibraltar  Photo : Francis Ferro © 

Message to readers: All banners are inter-active and click through to advertiser web sites 
 

SEACAT SIGNS SMC FOR SECOND YEAR OF 
SAFETY CHECKS 

Vessel inspection agreement ensures leading OESV operator continues to fulfil commitment to the highest standards of 
safety and technical performance Cowes, 25th February 2019 - Class-leading offshore energy support vessel (OESV) 
operator, Seacat Services, has extended its vessel inspection agreement with Specialist Marine Consultants (SMC), the 
market-leading health and safety advisory to the marine and energy industry. The agreement marks the second year that 
SMC has been contracted to carry out the Marine Inspection for Small Workboats (eMISW) for the 14-strong Seacat 
Services fleet The eMISW is an annual assessment of metrics including vessel integrity, stability, and life-saving facilities. 
A valid eMISW report with at least 6 months left to run is generally a prerequisite for vessels under 24m and 500 tonnes 
starting contracts in the offshore energy industry. Through these eMISW vessel inspections, SMC ensures that each vessel 
in the Seacat Services fleet continues to meet the needs of the growing offshore wind sector, upholding the highest 

http://www.winches.nl/�
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standards of safety and technical performance. In a sector where vessel availability is a key performance metric, 
minimising time spent out of action is essential. SMC has access to Accredited Vessel Inspectors (AVIs) across the UK and 
Europe, allowing Seacat Services to organise inspections at short notice to fit into periods of weather and vessel standby. 
This flexibility guarantees that Seacat Services’ customers continue to derive maximum value from the boats they charter. 
The eMISW certificates validate Seacat Services’ wider commitment to safety, with the company being one of the few 
OESV firms to comply with both the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Safety 
Management (ISM) standards – a demanding set of certifications more commonly held by operators of vessels over 24m 
and 500 tonnes.  “The extension of this vessel inspection agreement is evidence of Seacat’s belief that SMC shares our 
commitment to safety and quality”, said Ian Baylis, Managing Director of Seacat Services. “Keeping a valid eMISW is 
essential for all of our vessels and operations, and SMCs flexibility in providing these inspections as and when each vessel 
becomes available has been invaluable in maintaining availability for our customers. We look forward to continuing our 
work with the SMC team in 2019.”Daisy Mason, Vessel Inspection Coordinator at SMC, commented, “I am thrilled that 
Seacat Services have signed this agreement for a second year running. It’s a great achievement for all SMC inspectors 
that were involved. We look forward to building our relationship with Seacat Services and another year working alongside 
them”. 

 
The SEA ALFA outbound from Rotterdam  

Photo : Willem Holtkamp - http://fotomaker.jalbum.net/FOTOMAKER/ © 

DNV GL-top to lead the business sector’s climate 
network 

 “It is extremely motivating for me to lead this business-led climate initiative that gathers companies with the most 
ambitious climate commitments in Norway to take a leading role in the transition to the low-emission society,” says CEO 
Bjørn Kjærand Haugland in Norway 203040.The business sector plays a crucial role in the transition we are facing. 
Norway 203040 has an industrial perspective when we turn climate challenges into opportunities and develop green 
competitiveness. “We work with top management and see that gathering companies from different sectors drives 
innovation. Therefore, it has been crucial that several of the companies that have come the longest have joined the 
coalition,” says Kjærand Haugland, who also invites companies with climate ambitions to get in touch. Bjørn Kjærand 
Haugland comes from the position as the Chief Sustainability Officer in DNV GL, where he played a central role in driving 
company-wide sustainability initiatives and in supporting DNV GL to build a strong global sustainability position, focus and 
profile. Sustainability is today incorporated into DNV GL’s overall business strategy and operations, and it stays at the core 
of DNV GL’s vision of making a global impact for a safe and sustainable future. Starting in business area Oil and Gas and 
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having held various roles and management positions within all business areas in Norway, Korea and China. He is a 
globally recognized voice within sustainability and has broad experience engaging business, government and academia. 
 

This increases the power of the climate network 
 

Norway 203040 is a business-driven climate initiative. The purpose is to identify new business opportunities on the way to 
the low-emission society and be a driving force in reaching Norway’s climate goals by 2030. The initiative will lift business 
opportunities that exist in the transition to the low-emission society and point out measures that are needed for business 
and for the authorities. Jens Ulltveit-Moe, CEO of Umoe, is the founder and chairman of Norway 203040. We wanted to 
strengthen the outcome of the network by hiring a CEO. Our voice has not been strong enough, so we need to strengthen 
it. I am glad that Bjørn is now entering the role of CEO and I am confident that hiring him will lift us to new levels” says 
Ulltveit-Moe. 

 
The NORTHERN JAVELIN inbound for Rotterdam on February 25th  Photo : Cees van der Kooij © 

Commitment at top management level 
Participants in the climate network are committed to engaging at top management level. The companies have clear 
climate goals, and they are willing to talk about it. 
 “The business community plays a crucial role in the transition to the low-emission society, and in the efforts to develop 
green competitiveness. Therefore, it is important that some of the companies in Norway that have come furthest have 
joined forces in the climate network Norway 203040. When Bjørn Kjærand Haugland now joins as CEO, it will further 
increase the power of the work and reinforce the best practice sharing and targeted collaboration between the 
companies,” says Idar Kreutzer, CEO of Finance Norway and board member in Norway 203040.The environmental 
organization ZERO and WWF World Wildlife Foundation contribute to the climate network by facilitating partnership and 
supporting the network’s main objectives. ZERO is the host office for the climate network in the period 2019-2021. 
Source: Norway 203040 

 
Boskalis MANTA with the SERTAO outbound from the Thames passing London Gateway  

Photo : Capt Jan van Straten – Master RT EVOLUTION © 
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The Shipscrews have collaborated to get SVITZER CESTOS & SVITZER LOFA ready for their journey to Liberia, where 
the vessels will work for the next 4.5 years for APM Terminals.  

More ships to rely on LNG as pollution rules 
tighten 

Liquefied natural gas is already poised to power the world’s biggest economies as Asian countries increase their reliance 
on the cleaner-burning fuel, but there is yet another source that could drum up demand for LNG: the shipping industry. A 
global shift to cleaner shipping fuels sparked by a change in international marine laws could create a big opportunity for 
the liquefied natural gas industry, said shipping industry executives speaking at S&P Global Platts conference in Houston 
Wednesday. Liquefied natural gas – now an uncommon alternative to heavy, dirty fuel used by large vessels– is beginning 
to gain more traction as a fuel that meets increasingly strict emissions standards set by the International Maritime 
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Organization.“Environmental sells today. I don’t think there are any house wives around town … that don’t take some of 
these issues seriously,” said Peter I. Keller, executive vice president of Jacksonville-based shipping company Tote Inc. 
“The days of people saying, ‘Green doesn’t matter,’ those days are long gone and as a result LNG and fuels like LNG have 
a major place going forward.” In less than a year the IMO will aim to dramatically cut pollution from the shipping industry 
by requiring vessels to burn fuel with a 0.5 percent sulfur content. Conventional analysis suggest that ships will either 
install expensive scrubbers to clean the sulfur content out of their traditional heavy bunker fuel, or else they will use ultra-
low sulfur fuel. But the availability of LNG is growing, said Keller. Now 9 out of 10 top refueling ports can provide ships 
with LNG. About 144 deep-sea large vessels are powered by LNG, but there is another 139 deep vessels on order that 
could come along in the coming months, said Keller who also serves as chairman of SEA/LNG, a cross industry group the 
aims to help vessels transition to LNG fuel. 
With about 50,000 to 60,0000 deep sea vessels in the world, SEA/LNG anticipates that eventually 10 to 15 percent of 
those vessels will use liquefied natural gas in place of traditional bunker fuels, Keller said. Other estimates are more 
modest. S&P Global Platts forecasts about 7 percent of the world’s fleet will be using LNG as a bunker fuel by 2030, up 
from less than 1 percent today, said Madeline Jowdy, senior director of Global Gas and LNG Analytics and S&P Global 
Platts. Jowdy pointed out that it the gas is already used to power smaller vessels such as ferries, barges and tugboats. It’s 
the large deep sea voyage vessels where the fuel is less common. The IMO rule change “isn’t a game changer” for the 
LNG industry, Jowdy said, but it certainly doesn’t hurt demand and could propel the adoption of LNG as a bunker fuel 
further, Building a vessel with LNG capability comes with a hefty price tag though – up to $15 million to $16 million more 
than building a traditional fuel powered vessel. That compares to $8.5 million to install a scrubber. But Keller argues the 
long-term benefits could pay off as the International Maritime Organization further restricts nitrogen oxide and carbon 
dioxide emissions in the next decade. Eventually emissions standards could include particulate matter too, he suggested. 
Liquefied natural gas offers a 20 percent reduction in carbon and a 99 percent reduction in particulate matter compared 
to existing bunker fuels, Keller noted. Plus some scrubbers – called “open-loop scrubbers” – clean out sulfur from ships’ 
He pointed to oil majors like Shell and Total that are “investing heavily in LNG as a marine fuel” as a sign that “LNG is 
here is to stay.” Source: Chron 

 
The tug WATERMAN arrived with the EASTERN ROCK in IJmuiden heading for Velsen Grote Hout 

Photo : Marcel Coster © 

Positive Changes to the BVI Merchant Shipping 
Legislation 

The recently published Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Act, 2018 (“MSA”) became law on 18 January 2019 and includes 
some salient and welcome maritime developments in the British Virgin Islands (“BVI”). 
Eligibility to Register Vessels 
In a response to customer demand, the MSA significantly expands the number of persons who are eligible to own a vessel 
registered in the BVI, reducing administrative requirements and associated costs. A citizen of the United States of America 
(“USA”) and over 50 other countries is now eligible to own a BVI-registered vessel directly in his or her name. The 
expanded list is welcome news for such individuals who hitherto would have been obliged to own such a vessel through a 
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BVI company. At the same time, a requirement for companies incorporated in various Caribbean jurisdictions to also be 
re-registered in the BVI in order to own a BVI vessel has been repealed. 
 

Vessels Under Construction 
Another key development is that the registration of vessels under construction is now allowed and the drafting of 
regulations is expected to begin shortly. This development is anticipated to be particularly welcome in shipping and yacht 
finance transactions as it will facilitate the financing of, and grant of registered security over, BVI-registered vessels well 
ahead of a vessel’s delivery date. 
 

Deputy Registrar(s) 
The MSA also introduced the ability for Deputy Registrars to be appointed. In a recent circular from the Virgin Islands 
Shipping Registry, it was announced that this particular amendment is intended to eventually allow Deputy Registrars to 
be deployed to manage satellite registries in certain strategic locations such as London (where the BVI Government 
already has an office) and Ft Lauderdale in the USA; key client bases for the BVI shipping product. Source: Walkers 

 
The MEANDER with a barge “at the hip” outbound from Rotterdam passing Hoek van Holland 

Photo : Willem Holtkamp - http://fotomaker.jalbum.net/FOTOMAKER/ © 
 

 
 

https://www.ruysch.nl/en/how-does-reds-maritime-work-2/�
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The AMURBORG which was on time charter, transported some rail cars from Antwerp to Quebec. 

Photo : Royal Wagenborg © 

Clean Arctic Alliance Hails Progress on Heavy Fuel Oil 
Ban But Warns Arctic Nations To Remain Focussed 

As a meeting of the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response 
(PPR 6) closes today in London, the Clean Arctic Alliance welcomes progress but calls on Arctic Nations Russia and Canada 
to step-up to their responsibilities by adding their support for a ban on heavy fuel oil (HFO) from use by Arctic shipping, 
and for Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland and the United States, who already support the ban, to remain 
focussed on ensuring it is adopted in 2021, and phased in by 2023. 
 “Earlier this week, the IMO Secretary General stressed the urgency of the International Maritime Organization taking 
robust action to reduce the risks to the Arctic marine environment from the use and carriage of heavy fuel oil as fuel by 
shipping”, said Dr Sian Prior, Lead Advisor to the Clean Arctic Alliance [1]. “With the countdown to a ban on HFO use and 
carriage as fuel by Arctic shipping now ticking away, the Clean Arctic Alliance welcomes the progress made this week at 
PPR 6. Today, we are one-step closer to improving the protection of the Arctic, its people and wildlife.” During PPR 6, IMO 
Member States finalised a methodology for assessing the impact of a HFO ban on Arctic ecosystems, Indigenous local 
communities and economies, and commenced the work needed to define what types of fuel will be banned and how they 
will be banned. As well as considering how to reduce the risks of HFO in the Arctic, PPR 6 also addressed black carbon 
emissions from shipping that impact the Arctic, and finalised a list of ways that emissions, which are produced by burning 
oil-based fuels, including HFO, can be reduced. There was, however, no prioritisation of the most effective measures, and 
further consideration of emissions of black carbon will now be discussed at MEPC74 in May 2019. In addition to the usual 
country delegates, industry and environmental observers, PPR 6 also heard from the voices of representatives of 
Indigenous Arctic communities who would be most directly affected by a spill of HFO, and also by any increases in costs 
as a result of a HFO ban. 
 “With more than 50% of the daily Inuit diet coming from the land and sea, the value of a clean environment and sea ice 
cover is immeasurable. A HFO spill in the Arctic would put these Indigenous and local community values at significant 
risk”, said Lisa Koperqualuk, Vice-President of Inuit Circumpolar Council Canada (ICC Canada). “Inuit communities are 
much more at risk from food insecurity compared to the rest of the Canadian population; transportation costs are high, 
and most supplies, including food, comes by the annual sealift.” During PPR 6, Ms. Koperqualuk delivered a presentation 
pointing out that Inuit regions are supportive of a ban on the use of HFOs in Arctic waters. This is consistent with the 
July, 2018 ICC Utqiaġvik Declaration, Article 18, that directs ICC to: “advocate for the enforcement of the IMO Polar Code, 
other international and national regulations, advance emergency response, and phase out heavy fuel oil (HFO) in order to 
minimize impacts on marine mammals and fish and to prevent disruption of seasonal hunting, and for safety and 
environmental protection.” Koperqualuk noted, “This must be done without putting undue cost or burden on our 
communities.”“There is still much work to be done”, said Prior, “before the Arctic ecosystem and Indigenous local 
communities are afforded the same level of protection as Antarctic waters from the risks of heavy fuel oil. It is imperative 
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that when the PPR Sub-Committee meets again in early 2020, it finalises the development of a new regulation to ban HFO 
use and carriage as fuel in the Arctic”.Source: Clean Arctic Alliance 

 
After the (1962) OOST VLIELAND ran aground also the (1968) VLIELAND aground at the African Coast 

Photo :  Andre Hilberts © 

 

POSH Reports Higher Revenue, Narrows Losses 
Offshore marine services provider, PACC Offshore Services Holdings Ltd. reported results for the fourth quarter and full 
year ended 31 December 2018 (“Q4 FY2018” and “FY2018” respectively). For the three months ended 31 December 2018 
(“Q4 FY2018”), POSH recorded a 6% increase in revenue year-on-year (“YoY”) to US$66.0 million with improved 
contribution from all four business segments, especially from its Transportation & Installation (“T&I”) and Harbour 
Services and Emergency Response (“HSER”) segments Amid continued challenging conditions across the industry, the 
Group booked non-cash impairments of US$49.5 million on vessels. The amount of impairment is down from US$165.4 
million of non-cash impairments made on goodwill (US$57.1 million) and vessels (US$108.3 million) for FY2017. 
Correspondingly, the Group significantly reduced its net loss attributable to shareholders (“NLAT”) by 59% YoY for Q4 
FY2018 to US$80.0 million, from U$194.9 million in the previous corresponding period. Excluding the impact from the 
impairments, core NLAT would have been US$30.5 million. For the full year ended 31 December 2018 (“FY2018”), 
revenue increased 56% YoY to US$299.4 million on higher contribution from all business segments. As a result, the Group 
recorded a gross profit of US$33.0 million, compared to a gross loss of US$13.4 million for FY2017. NLAT more than 
halved to US$98.3 million from the US$230.3 million for FY2017. Excluding the impact from the impairments, core NLAT 
would have been US$48.2 million. The Group generated a positive net operating cash flow of US$27.5 million for FY2018, 
with a net gearing of 2.1 times as at 31 December 2018. 

http://www.kiwaoesterbaai.com/�


DAILY COLLECTION OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2019 – 058 
 

 

5Distribution : daily to 41.100+  active addresses                   27-02-2019                                                            Page 16         

Offshore Supply Vessels (“OSV”) 

 
POSH CONQUEST  with NOBLE CLYDE BOUDREAUX outbound from Singapore Tuas 

Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com  (c) CLICK  at the photo & hyperlink in text !  
 

Revenue increased 5% to US$19.7 million as vessel utilisation improved to 68% (Q4 FY2017: 61%) on contribution of 12 
vessels deployed to a Middle East National Oil Company on long-term charters. However, higher vessel operating 
expenses and dry docking costs from the remaining vessels in the fleet led to a higher gross loss of US$9.0 million (Q4 
FY2017: US$6.2 million). 
 

Offshore Accommodation (“OA”) 
 

Revenue improved by 2% to US$36.4 million (Q4 FY2017: US$35.9 million) on higher utilisation of the OA fleet during the 
quarter. However, higher maintenance and docking expenses resulted in a lower gross profit of US$3.6 million (Q4 
FY2017: US$5.2 million). 
 
 

Transportation & Installation (“T&I”) 
 

Revenue increased 29% to US$4.2 million on higher vessel utilisation of 53% (Q4 FY2017: 42%). This improved revenue 
reduced gross loss to US$0.7 million, from US$1.2 million in the previous corresponding quarter. 
 

Harbour Services & Emergency Response (“HSER”) 

 
The POSH GUARDIAN stand by at the Pasir Panjang Container terminal ready for her next assignment 

Photo : Piet Sinke www.maasmondmaritime.com  (c) CLICK  at the photo!  
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/33438735@N08/43680243841�
http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/�
http://www.maasmondmaritime.com/�
https://www.flickr.com/photos/33438735@N08/43680243961�
https://www.flickr.com/photos/33438735@N08/33337533938�
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HSER recorded a 26% increase in revenue to US$5.7 million, mainly on higher revenue from heavy lift vessels and time 
charter jobs. Gross profit increased by 59% to US$1.3 million correspondingly. 
 

Operational updates and outlook 
 

Semi-submersible Accommodation Vessel (“SSAV”) POSH XANADU completed her Chevron Bigfoot campaign on 15th 
October 2018, achieving 100% uptime. Upon completion of her maintenance, she mobilised to Brazil to commence an 
eight months’ charter with Petrobras in January 2019. SSAV POSH ARCADIA completed her Shell FLNG Prelude project 
on 21st December 2018 and demobilised to Batam in January 2019. The Group is bidding her for several prospective 
charters in 2019 whilst she is undergoing regular maintenance. Charter rates and utilisation for the OA Monohull segment 
have firmed up over the last few months, indicating increased activities in the offshore maintenance segment. Despite 
increased activities in offshore construction and maintenance segment, excessive oversupply situation continues to put 
pressure on charter rates and utilisation across other vessel classes.Captain Gerald Seow, Chief Executive Officer of POSH, 
said, “While market conditions remain challenging, POSH continues to differentiate itself through providing consistent and 
reliable services to our customers. We are expanding our service platforms in select growth markets in order to be closer 
to the market and our customers. This will allow us to better understand their needs to help them execute their 
campaigns in a safe and cost-efficient manner.In order to further diversify and grow revenue, we will continue to grow 
our new businesses of subsea and offshore renewables services in 2019.” Source: POSH 

 

 
The BBC RUBY arrived at Jurong Port in Singapore  Photo : Jan Willem Monster © 

 
MacArtney to supply APL Norway AS with Moog Focal 

LVEO and MVE swivels 
A Floating Storage and Offloading project in the Norwegian Sea is to benefit from high-end products for data and process 
control from MacArtney & Moog Focal, the company said in its release. MacArtney has secured a contract from APL 
Norway AS, a Norwegian Mooring and Loading Systems provider - part of NOV Completion & Production Solutions. The 
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scope of supply covers a Moog Focal Low Voltage Electrical Optical Swivel (LVEOS) and a Medium Voltage Electrical Swivel 
(MVES) for the Equinor Njord Bravo FSO project in the Norwegian Sea. Njord, an oil and gas field in the Norwegian Sea is 
located about 30 km west of Draugen. Water depth in the area is 330 meters, and the field development consists of Njord 
Bravo - a floating steel platform with drilling and processing facility, and Njord A – a floating storage and offloading (FSO) 
vessel. The LVEOS is an advanced swivel that has a 420 mm diameter central bore with connections for multiple optical 
channels, capable of data transmission at 1 Gb/s. This combined with hazardous area certification and communication 
electronics for the vessel and the platform provides a safe and reliable communication solution from end to end through 
the rotating swivel stack. The MVES includes the required power passes for 12 kV electrical supply and is designed to 
interface with the LVEOS, which will be installed above it. As global partners, Moog Focal Technologies Corporation and 
the MacArtney Group have had a long-standing and strong business alliance, which provides cutting-edge expertise and 
support to their customers. Representing a wealth of marine experience and knowledge with many years of experience 
working with Moog Focal products, MacArtney and Moog Focal enjoy a successful partnership. The MacArtney Underwater 
Technology Group is dedicated to maintaining a strong global presence. With 20 Group operations supplemented by a 
distributor network of 24 companies spread across the world, MacArtney solutions are always available locally - with full 
global support. Moog Focal Technologies Corporation, a Moog Inc. company, designs, manufactures and delivers unique 
Floating Production System (FPS) swivels, junction boxes and ancillary equipment to meet the demanding requirements of 
offshore operators worldwide. As a privately owned corporation, with group headquarters in Esbjerg on the west coast of 
Denmark, MacArtney Underwater Technology has been supplying products and engineering solutions for four decades. 
Source: portnews 

 
Crane vessels SEAWAY STRASHNOV and SEAWAY YUDIN at the SHLOB terminal Rotterdam Maasvlakte preparing for 

their next assignments. Photo:  Aerolin BV © 
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JR Shipping increases container capacity 
This month, Harlingen-based JR Shipping is adding three 1,436 TEU container feeders to its fleet. A fourth vessel with 
the same capacity will be added within the next few months. This is the result of a purchase transaction which was 
achieved in cooperation with the shipping group’s British investment partner. Taking into account the recent sale of one of 
its container feeders, JR Shipping will thus increase its container capacity by over 4,500 TEU. The phased purchase 
concerns the MV’s AALDERDIJK, AKERDIJK and ALSTERDIJK (first phase) and the MV AMERDIJK (second phase). 
The first-mentioned two vessels have now been rechristened MV ESSENCE and MV ESCAPE and will sail for JR Shipping 
under the Dutch flag. The current charter contracts with WEC Lines and Unifeeder will continue. The vessels were built at 
the Sainty Shipyard in China in 2011 and have ice class 1A. The feeder vessels will be deployed within the recently 
founded Container Fleet Fund CV, which will also cover eleven other feeder vessels operated by the shipping company, 
ranging from 750 to 1,440 TEU. As soon as all four ‘A-dijk vessels’ have been transferred, the new operating company will 
provide the charter market with a total feeder capacity of 16,460 TEU. 

 
The BAL BOAN is the former EVOLUTION  Photo : Jeroen Dijksman C/O  Union Princess © 

Besides this considerable expansion, the shipping company has sold three of its vessels. One container feeder, the MV 
EVOLUTION of 1,050 TEU, was involved. In February, she was transferred to Boan Shipping in Hong Kong. Furthermore, 
the shipping company also sold two multipurpose vessels, the MV’s Estime and Esprit, both with a capacity of 4,925 MT. 
These vessels will also be transferred to their new owner in February. The sales transactions were prepared and 
monitored by JR Ship Brokers & Consultants. Including its four additional 1,436 TEU feeder vessels, JR Shipping will be 
responsible for the operations and management of 18 as well as 6 offshore service vessels and 1 offshore survey vessel 
sailing under the flag of its subsidiary company SeaZip Offshore Service. Furthermore, JR Shipping carries out the 
operational management for the Clipper STAD AMSTERDAM, a Tall Ship. 

 
The CMA CGM SAINT LAURENT inbound for Rotterdam Photo : Kees van der Kraan © 
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Thuraya and ITC Global partner to deliver new 
market-leading global maritime VSAT service 

Thuraya Telecommunications Company, a subsidiary of the Al Yah Satellite Communications Company (Yahsat), has 
partnered with ITC Global to set up Thuraya VSAT+, the ground-breaking maritime satellite service, the company said in 
its release. ITC Global is a subsidiary of Panasonic Avionics Corporation. The partnership gives Thuraya access to 
Panasonic’s global mobility network, which enables the Ku-band element of the Thuraya VSAT+ service. Thuraya – a 
company with 20+ years in satellite communications, including maritime – launched VSAT+ in Q4 2018. The service offers 
global coverage, best-in-class data rates to meet growing demand for high-throughput services, and high levels of 
reliability, security, resilience and flexibility. 
The partnership will enable new value-added solutions for the maritime industry through a network of Master Distributors 
and partners. They will bring VSAT+ to market and add value in areas such as comprehensive cyber security, ease of 
installation and 24x7 maintenance availability. The integrated offering makes VSAT+ a compelling proposition for 
maritime customers such as high-end fisheries, offshore installations and merchant fleets. Thuraya VSAT+ ensures 
optimum flexibility by combining Ku-band (for high-speed data) and L-band (for backup and fall back). 
The service is scalable to meet global and regional needs for essential communications such as voice calls, email and 
position reporting, and for high-bandwidth requirements such as training, publications, condition-based maintenance, 
enterprise resource planning and content for crew welfare. Shawkat Ahmed, Chief Commercial Officer at Thuraya, said: 
“In the challenging maritime market, end-users are constantly looking for satellite solutions that offer higher bandwidth, 
ease of use, innovation and value-added features that drive operational efficiency. VSAT+ meets these needs by offering 
an integrated solution that combines reliability, resilience and high-bandwidth speed. We are partnering with experienced 
Master Distributors, creating revenue opportunities throughout the supply chain, reducing overheads and providing 
flexible options for customers.” VSAT+ is applicable to all vessel types and maritime budgets. It comes with a fixed-price 
package and is available globally through Thuraya’s network of global Master Distributors. By complementing Thuraya’s 
unique L-band presence with Panasonic capability, VSAT+  gives the maritime industry access to a unique proposition that 
addresses industry challenges of higher capacity, coverage and reliability. 
 

Thuraya, is the mobile satellite services subsidiary of Yahsat, a leading global satellite operator based in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), fully owned by Mubadala Investment Company. Established in 1997, Thuraya offers innovative 
communications solutions to a variety of sectors including maritime, energy, government, broadcast media, military, 
aerospace and humanitarian NGO.  Thuraya’s superior network enables clear communications and uninterrupted coverage 
across two-thirds of the globe by MSS, global VSAT coverage and around the world through its unique GSM roaming 
capabilities. The company’s diverse range of technologically advanced and dependable mobile satellite handsets and 
broadband devices provide ease of use, value, quality and efficiency. Through relevant partnerships, Thuraya stays ahead 
by delivering solutions and supporting applications that meet the rapidly transforming nature of market demands. Thuraya 
remains committed to keeping everyone within reach in any circumstance by making accessible the essential tools 
required for vital connectivity. ITC Global is a leading provider of satellite communications to the energy, mining, 
maritime, hospitality and NGO markets. Companies in remote and harsh environments require communications with both 
global coverage and unwavering customer service. ITC Global enables improved real-time decision-making and enhanced 
health, safety and environmental management through a unified communications solution, tailored to the requirements of 
each client. Solutions include custom network design, hardware implementation, field engineering, technical support and 
enterprise-grade satellite bandwidth. ITC Global operates 24x7 carrier-class networks across the Americas, Europe, Asia, 
Africa and Australia. It became a subsidiary of Panasonic Corporation in 2015. Source : portnews  
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Iran Builds A New Tanker at Sadra 
By Bellingcat Contributor 

Iran’s Sadra Island shipyard is currently constructing another AFRAMAX tanker, satellite imagery acquired by Planet Labs 
confirms. 
Workers at the shipyard began laying the keel in late April 2018 but very little progress was made until November—the 
targeted month for the return of U.S. oil sanctions. New international orders have not been revealed in public reporting 
which suggests that the tanker will be delivered to the domestic market (despite denials). Additional crude carriers have 
not been built at the shipyard since Iran negotiated the construction of three Venezuelan AFRAMAX vessels for PDVSA. 
The PDVSA tankers however were quietly cancelled and the first vessel, which Iran completed, was sold to a third party. 
Notably, infrastructure upgrades at the Sadra Island yard remain incomplete. The Goliath crane that was erected in 2012 
to help speed-up the delivery of the Venezuelan order has never been utilized. The rail on which the crane may eventually 
operate still appears inoperable. Additional reclamation activity however has been ongoing throughout 2018, according to 
imagery. Between November 2018 and January 2019, new sections of the vessel’s keel were laid in the drydock. These 
sections were originally part of Venezuela’s second ship and they’ve been sitting next to the dock since 2012. In 2016, 
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President Rouhani’s government placed a 10-tanker order for the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Line (IRISL) with 
South Korea’s Hyundai Heavy, sparking tensions with Iran’s IRGC-associated Khatam Al-Anbia Construction HQ. General 
Ebadollah Abdollahi, former commander of the group, publicly described the order as ‘treason’. “The Islamic Republic of 
Iran Shipping Line’s disrespect for the domestic potentials is a treason,” Abdollahi was quoted as saying. In response, 
Abdollahi echoed a proposal for a consortium between Sadra and ISOICO shipyards to construct the 10 vessels. However 
to date, ISOICO has never finished a tanker. The one tanker ISOICO attempted to construct in the late 2000s still remains 
at the Bostanu-based shipyard without its deck house. All things considered, domestic actors may have little confidence in 
the ability of Iran’s shipyard to deliver the order. But of course, Iran may not have much choice. Over half the vessels the 
regime operates are more than 15 years old, and oil tankers typically have a lifespan of 20-25 years. 
Bottom Line: No Iranian shipyard has fulfilled an order to successfully construct a crude carrier for a domestic customer 
despite the extraction of rents to do so. However, with the implementation of new sanctions, Iran may be forced back 
into self-reliance as its crude fleet continues to age. 

 
The E-SHIP 1 outbound from Moerdijk navigating the Oude Maas heading for Emden Photo : Tom Staneke. © 

Rotterdam, Antwerp barge delays signal 
surcharges ahead 
By : Greg Knowler, Senior Europe Editor 

 
Tankers moored in Rotterdam – Caland canal Photo : Jan Oosterboer © 

Inland barge transport is a crucial part of services offered by the ports of Rotterdam and Antwerp, but increasing volume 
and fierce competition among barge operators are contributing to bottlenecks and delays. There is no sign of the barge 
handling delays easing at the hub ports of Rotterdam and Antwerp, and shippers already being hit with regular detention 
and demurrage fees can expect congestion surcharges to increase. Lengthy delays in the collection of import containers 
or delivery of export boxes to the deepsea terminals at Europe’s two busiest container ports are not improving, and barge 
operators are feeling the financial pressure. Handling surcharges have been in place for more than 18 months, ranging 
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from 17 to 25 euros per TEU, and raising the surcharges is now on the cards. A barge operator told JOC.com that he has 
been experiencing delays of up to 100 hours in picking up or dropping off containers at the ports of Rotterdam and 
Antwerp. While some delays at Antwerp last week could be attributed to the clearing of containers affected by Belgium’s 
national strike on Feb. 13, he believed the problem was worsening. “I think it is only a question of time before we will 
have to increase the congestion surcharges to minimize the financial problems resulting from those delays,” the barge 
operator told JOC.com. He preferred not to be identified, saying the ports were sensitive about the congestion. 
Multimodal transport provider Barge Terminal Born (BTB) — Born is an inland Dutch port on the Juliana Canal — told 
customers in an advisory earlier in February that waiting times at deepsea terminals in Antwerp and Rotterdam were 
varying between 24 and 96 hours. “As the terminals are delaying our barges we don’t accept any costs resulting from 
this,” BTB wrote in its advisory. “The overall situation continues to be unsatisfactory and has a negative impact on the 
costs of inland waterway transport. Therefore, we are forced to continue applying a congestion surcharge. The handling 
problems in the ports lead to high costs for us and this surcharge only partly covers these extra costs.” Intermodal 
transport service provider Contargo has also issued regular customer advisories that show the waiting times for barges at 
Rotterdam and Antwerp have seldom fallen below 24 hours this year. A Feb. 18 advisory said average waiting times to 
handle the company’s barges was 32 hours at Rotterdam and 29 hours at Antwerp. The transport manager of a European 
shipper importing products from Asia told JOC.com that the delays were adding to his transport costs. “In my contracts I 
don’t pay the surcharges, but I am suffering from additional demurrage and detention costs as the free time is eaten up 
in the port, which hurts my operations,” he said. Magnifying the congestion problems is the container volume flowing into 
Europe that continues to grow. In 2018, Rotterdam’s throughput increased 5.7 percent over that of 2017 to 14.5 million 
TEU, while Antwerp handled 11.1 million TEU, an increase of 6.2 percent year over year. 
Both ports have a wide network of waterways that enable containers to be moved inland at a lower cost than the road or 
rail alternatives. About 25 percent of the containers arriving in each port are transported from the deepsea terminals to 
inland terminals by barge, but the rising volume and increasing size of vessels being deployed by carriers on the Asia-
North Europe trade is placing a mounting strain on the intermodal system. During peak periods of the week, there can be 
up to five mega-ships alongside at Rotterdam and Antwerp at any one time. Each mega-ship can have a call size of up to 
10,000 TEU, and the intermodal activity required to drop off and collect containers from the mega-ships is enormous. 
According to the port of Antwerp, one mega-ship call generates 38 barges, 10 feeder ships, 1,937 trucks, and six trains. 
An intermodal services provider based in the Netherlands told JOC.com that the rhythm of delivering and collecting 
containers by barge was largely driven by cargo opening times and detention-demurrage rules, and this made it 
practically impossible to spread volume over the week. “It is likely that seaside peaks and inland peaks will keep on 
clashing,” he said. Rotterdam and Antwerp are trying to address the persistent congestion that routinely delays cargo, but 
it is a difficult problem to solve and one for which there is no single solution. The ports have created dedicated barge 
berths, bundling of cargo on larger barges to reduce the number of vessels, better scheduled barge calls to deliver or 
collect cargo, collaboration across all parties in the container supply chain, and greater sharing of data by all parties.But 
the intermodal services provider was skeptical about the potential for success of the measures Rotterdam and Antwerp 
were promoting, one of which is to encourage inland barge companies to cooperate and bundle their volume on transport 
corridors between the ports and inland terminals. “Of course, bundling of volume might lead to fewer barges calling at the 
ports, reducing also the loss of crane production time, but the barges will be larger and need a longer quay occupancy. 
Bottom line — it probably will help to increase crane utilization and terminal planning to some extent. But it won't 
effectively tackle the real problem of having not enough handling capacity at peak times,” the intermodal services 
provider said. Source : the Journal of Commerce  

 
The BANDIRMA navigating the Bosphorus  Photo : Adrian Brown © 
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Venezuelan Navy Threatens Aid Ship 
A Venezuelan Navy vessel threatened to open fire on a ship from Puerto Rico carrying humanitarian aid on Saturday. The 
vessel had six U.S. citizens on board, and Puerto Rican Governor Ricardo Rosselló said he has informed the U.S. 
government of the issue. The Vanuatu-flagged ship, carrying around 200 tons of food and medicine in nine shipping 
containers, was threatened after entering Venezuelan territorial waters and subsequently retreated to Curaçao.  
Venezuela has face political and economic turmoil over the last few years, and at least 2.7 million people have fled the 
nation since 2015. Violence continues in the nation where embattled President Nicolás Maduro is facing mounting 
opposition globally. Maduro, backed by Russia, Cuba and China, has said that aid deliveries would pave the way for U.S. 
military intervention. Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaidó is backed by the U.S. Guaidó declared himself interim 
president last month after claiming irregularities in the nation's 2018 election render Maduro's leadership illegitimate. U.S. 
Senator Rick Scott of Florida, a state with one of the largest Puerto Rican communities in the nation, said the U.S. would 
not tolerate any threats against American citizens. Scott has been critical of the Venezuelan government and issued 
multiple threats via Twitter over the last week. The U.S. has already instigated sanctions against the largest state-owned 
oil company in Venezuela and pledged more than $20 million in humanitarian assistance. On Saturday, convoys of U.S. 
aid were blocked at the Venezuelan border by troops loyal to Maduro, although there are also reports of defections 
among the soldiers too. Around 300 people were injured in associated violence. U.S. Vice President Mike Pence is 
expected to announce “concrete steps” to address the Venezuela crisis when he meets with regional leaders in Bogota, 
Colombia, on Monday. U.S. President Donald Trump has in the past said military intervention in Venezuela was “an 
option.” Source : MAREX 

 
The BALTIC FOX moored at Marsden Point Photo : Bryan Shankland © 
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The Antigua Barbuda flagged coaster PERU arriving at Raynes Jetty, Llanddulas, North Wales in perfect February weather 
to load limestone chippings for Ipswich. Photo : Dennis Oliver (c) 

NAVY NEWS 

 
The USS DONALD COOK arrived in Odessa, Ukraine Photo : US Navy 
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U.S. Navy ships pass through strategic Taiwan 
Strait, riling China 

The United States sent two Navy ships through the Taiwan Strait on Monday as the U.S. military increased the frequency 
of movement through the strategic waterway despite opposition from China.The voyage risks further raising tensions with 
China but will likely be viewed by self-ruled Taiwan as a sign of support from the Trump administration amid growing 
friction between Taipei and Beijing. The movement comes as U.S. President Donald Trump said the United States and 
China are “very, very close” to a deal to end a months-long trade war that has slowed global growth and disrupted 
markets. The U.S. Navy’s passage through the Taiwan Strait also comes just days before a summit between Trump and 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un. “The ships’ transit through the Taiwan Strait demonstrates the U.S. commitment to a free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” the U.S. Pacific Fleet said in a statement. The two ships were identified as the destroyer Stethem and 
Navy cargo and ammunition ship Cesar Chavez, the statement added. The 180-km-wide (111.85 miles) Taiwan Strait 
separates Taiwan from China. Washington has no formal ties with Taiwan, but is bound by law to help defend the island 
nation and is its main source of arms. The Pentagon says Washington has sold Taiwan more than $15 billion in weaponry 
since 2010. China has been ramping up pressure to assert its sovereignty over the island, which it considers a breakaway 
province of “one China.” China has repeatedly sent military aircraft and ships to circle the island on drills in the past few 
years and worked to isolate the island internationally, whittling down its few remaining diplomatic allies. Earlier this year 
the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency released a report describing Taiwan as the “primary driver” for China’s military 
modernization, which it said had made major advances in recent years. Taiwan is one of a growing number of flashpoints 
in the U.S.-China relationship, which also include a trade war, U.S. sanctions and China’s increasingly muscular military 
posture in the South China Sea, where the United States also conducts freedom of navigation patrols. Source : Reuters 
Reporting by Idrees Ali; Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe 
 

 
An Australian Collins class submarine conducts personnel transfers with a MRH-90 Taipan helicopter. 
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SHIPYARD NEWS 

Mitsubishi Shipbuilding Christens Next-Gen 
LNGC “Marvel Crane” 

 
Mitsubishi Shipbuilding Co., Ltd., a Group company of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. (MHI) based in Yokohama, held a 

christening 
ceremony on 
February 21 for the 

next-generation 
LNG (liquefied 
natural gas) carrier 
currently under 
construction for 
Mitsui & Co., Ltd. 
The new ship, 
named MARVEL 
CRANE, is a state-
of-the-art LNG 
carrier with a 
design that 

significantly 
improves both LNG 
carrying capacity 

and fuel performance due to the adoption of a more efficient hull structure and hybrid propulsion system. Completion is 
scheduled for March 2019, after which the MARVEL CRANE will be put into service, transporting LNG for the Cameron LNG 
Project in the U.S., in which Mitsui & Co. is participating. The christening ceremony, held at the Koyagi Plant of MHI’s 
Nagasaki Shipyard & Machinery Works, was attended by many people involved with the project. Mitsui & Co., Ltd. 

http://bit.ly/SCbanner3�
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Counselor Hiroyuki Kato announced the name of the ship, while his wife performed the ceremonial rope cutting. The 
MARVEL CRANE is the first of two LNG carriers of the same design being constructed for Mitsui & Co., Ltd. It has a 
length of 293.0m, width of 48.94m, and depth of 27.5m, with a draft of 11.4m. Deadweight tonnage is approximately 
79,000 tons, with a total tank holding capacity of 177,000m3. Mitsubishi Shipbuilding received the order for the new 
vessel through MI LNG Company, Limited, a joint venture for the design and sale of LNG carriers established by MHI and 
Imabari Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. Construction was managed by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Marine Structure Co., Ltd., an 
MHI Group company based in Nagasaki. The launching took place on August 3, 2018. Mitsui & Co., Ltd. named its LNG 
carriers for the Cameron LNG Project “MARVEL” and “CRANE,” after the migratory bird. The vessel is equipped with a 
modified version of the highly reliable Moss(Note) spherical tank, an apple-shaped tank with a protruding upper half. This 
tank design effectively expands the ship’s LNG carrying capacity without increasing its width, allowing it to pass through 
the new Panama Canal. The propulsion system is a hybrid 2-shaft STaGE (Steam Turbine and Gas Engines) system 
combining a steam turbine and a gas-fired engine. The ship is equipped with MHI’s proprietary high-efficiency reheat 
marine steam turbine engine, or UST (MHI Ultra Steam Turbine Plant), a dual-fuel engine power generator that’s able to 
burn both natural gas and diesel, as well as an electric propulsion engine. Effective utilization of waste heat by the UST 
provides a substantial improvement in plant efficiency, allowing for high-efficiency navigation at both low and high 
speeds. Going forward, Mitsubishi Shipbuilding and MHI Marine Structure will continue the development of next-
generation LNG carriers, exhibiting exceptional fuel efficiency and sustainable performance in order to contribute to stable 
energy supplies and environmental conservation. 

Sembmarine clinches contracts worth $175m 
It includes repair and modernisation works on 13 cruise ships. 

 

Sembcorp Marine (Sembmarine) secured new contracts worth $175m, for projects comprising the design and construction 
of a 12,000-cubic-metre (cbm) LNG bunker vessel as well as repair and modernisation works on 13 cruise ships, an 
announcement revealed. The LNG bunker vessel which is for delivery to Mitsui OSK Lines (MOL) in 2021 will be 
constructed at Sembcorp Marine Tuas Boulevard Yard. The 112m long and 22m wide LNG bunker vessel will have two 
GTT Mark III Flex membrane tanks with a combined 12,000 cbm capacity, making it what Sembmarine claims to be the 
largest of its kind to be built locally, in terms of size and LNG tank capacity. Upon its completion in early 2021, the vessel 
will be chartered to Pavilion Gas Pte Ltd for deployment in Singapore. Pavilion Gas is a subsidiary of Pavilion Energy Pte 
Ltd. Cruise ship repair and modernisation projects. Sembmarine has 13 new cruise vessel repair and modernisation 
projects to be executed at its Admiralty and Tuas Boulevard yards in 2019. The group has partnered with cruise brands 
such as Carnival Cruise Line, Royal Caribbean Cruise Line, Star Cruises, Norwegian Cruise Line and Star Clippers Monaco 
for the said projects.Source : Singapore Business  

ROUTE, PORTS & SERVICES 

Scorpio Bulkers announces the refinancing of a 
Kamsarmax vessel 

Scorpio Bulkers Inc. has entered into a financing transaction in respect of one of the Company’s Kamsarmax vessels with 
an unaffiliated third party, the company said in its release. As part of the transaction, the Company will sell a 2015 
Japanese built Kamsarmax dry bulk vessel, SBI Samba, for a consideration of $21.4 million and then lease it back from 

http://www.redwise.nl/redirects/piet-sinken�
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the buyer through a five-year bareboat charter agreement at a rate of $6,850 per day. The transaction also provides the 
Company with the option to repurchase the vessel beginning on the third anniversary of the sale until the end of the 
bareboat charter agreement. This transaction increases the Company’s liquidity by approximately $6.9 million after 
repayment of the vessel’s existing loan. Source : portnews 

 
HYUNDAI DYNASTY arriving at Hamburg, assisted by tug BUGSIER 7' at the bow and 'BUGSIER 9' at the stern. 

Photo : Hans Schaefer © 

Rotterdam court rules in favour of Petrobras 
investors by accepting jurisdiction 

On 19 September 2018 the Rotterdam District Court assumed jurisdiction over the international securities class action 
lawsuit against Petrobras Brasileiro SA and others in the Netherlands. The judgment offers valuable insight into how the 
Dutch courts assess jurisdiction in cross-border collective redress cases. It also illustrates that the Netherlands could act 
as a collective redress venue in matters relating to events that mainly take place in foreign jurisdictions. 
Facts 
The class action related to a Brazilian criminal investigation into alleged bribery schemes within Petrobras, which took 
place between 2004 and 2014. Petrobras had allegedly been overcharged by certain companies for construction and 
service work in return for bribes paid to high-ranking Petrobras officials and political parties. The scandal gave rise to 
multimillion-dollar claims by various parties in multiple jurisdictions. On 12 November 2015 a Dutch claim foundation was 
established in the Netherlands to represent investors which traded securities outside the United States and had suffered 
damages from the alleged misconduct. In January 2017 the foundation initiated a class action against Petrobras, three of 
its Dutch subsidiaries and other defendants, requesting a declaratory judgment that the defendants had acted unlawfully 
towards the investors and were liable for any damages as a result thereof. 
The foreign defendants challenged the court's jurisdiction by arguing that: 

· it lacked international jurisdiction; and 
· investors ought to have filed their claims in arbitration proceedings. 

Alternatively, the defendants requested the court to stay the proceedings pending the outcome of affiliated litigation 
proceedings brought in Brazil and the United States. 
Decision 
 

Jurisdiction 
The court first rejected the defendants' arguments and pronounced its jurisdiction over the Dutch defendants. It based its 
jurisdiction on the main rule as set out in Article 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure. The court proceeded by determining 
that the recast EU Brussels Regulation (1215/2012) did not apply to the claims against the foreign defendants as they 
were not domiciled in the European Union. The court therefore concluded that its jurisdiction regarding the foreign 
defendants also needed to be assessed under the Code of Civil Procedure. 
The court ultimately based its jurisdiction on Article 7(1) of the Code of Civil Procedure, which states that: 
if a Dutch court has jurisdiction with respect to one of the defendants, it has jurisdiction to all defendants who are called 
to the same proceedings, provided that the rights of action against the different defendants are connected with each 
other in such a way that a joint consideration is justified for reasons of efficiency. 
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The court held that the majority of the claims against the Dutch and foreign defendants were sufficiently connected to 
justify a joint hearing within the meaning of Article 7 of the Code of Civil Procedure. It considered that these claims 
concerned the same events and that, as such, the Dutch and foreign defendants' misbehaviour could be considered as a 
series of related acts. The close connection between the claims meant that the foreign defendants could face legal 
proceedings regarding these events in the Netherlands. 
 

The court did not assume jurisdiction against the foreign defendants with regard to two claims. The first concerned the 
participation of foreign defendants in the alleged large-scale bribery scheme, while the second concerned a more general 
violation of applicable regulations. The court held that the Dutch claim foundation had failed to explain how the Dutch 
defendants had been involved in these events; as such, these claims could not be assumed to be closely connected to 
establish jurisdiction under Article 7 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
 

Arbitration clause 
Parallel to the motion to dismiss due to a lack of international jurisdiction, the defendants argued that the court could not 
exercise jurisdiction since the investors ought to have filed their claims in arbitration. The defendants thereby referred to 
the arbitration clause that was included in Petrobras's articles of association. The court held that – as arbitration clauses 
are intended to be consulted by investors all over the world – only the English version of the arbitration clause at issue 
was of any significance to the jurisdiction issue. It assessed that the English arbitration clause was invalid under both 
Brazilian and Dutch law because it failed to directly and specifically state that all disputes must be brought before an 
arbitral tribunal, rather than a national court. Therefore, the arbitration clause could not deny investors (and the Dutch 
claim foundation) their fundamental right to commence legal proceedings against Petrobras before the court. 
Pending actions 
The court rejected Petrobras's request to stay the proceedings until a final decision had been rendered in related 
proceedings in the United States and Brazil. As regards the claims in the United States, the court held that it was unclear 
when a judgment would be rendered regarding investors that decided (or would decide) to opt out from the class action 
settlement reached in the United States. As for the proceedings in Brazil, the court considered that no decision was 
expected with regard to Petrobras's acts and omissions, assuming that the Brazilian courts declared the arbitration clause 
to be valid. Further, the court ruled that it remained unclear whether any arbitral award given in Brazil would be 
recognised and enforceable in the Netherlands now that the court had found the arbitration clause included in Petrobras's 
articles of association to be invalid. 
Commen 
The Dutch courts are generally renowned for their thorough assessment of jurisdiction in proceedings that involve foreign 
defendants and concern circumstances which mainly took place outside the Netherlands. This practice safeguards the 
interests of defendants – preventing them from being summoned into Dutch proceedings without merit. Petrobras 
provides a clear example thereof. It also confirms that the involvement of Dutch defendants will render the Netherlands 
an effective venue in which to file claims against foreign defendants regarding events that happened outside Dutch 
jurisdiction. Once past the jurisdictional 'hurdle', the Dutch legal system offers a wide range of collective redress 
mechanisms to address international cross-border class action disputes. One such mechanism is the Act on Collective 
Settlement of Mass Claims, under which parties that have concluded a settlement can submit a joint request to the 
Amsterdam Court of Appeal to declare the settlement binding.(1) In addition, the House of Representatives recently 
agreed the new Dutch legislative proposal on class actions. If agreed by the Senate, representative entities within the 
meaning of Article 3:305a of the Civil Code (eg, the Dutch claim foundation in Petrobras) will no longer be prohibited from 
claiming financial damages on behalf of their constituents. This would provide an extra dimension to class action 
proceedings before the Dutch courts and would undoubtedly increase the attractiveness of the Dutch collective redress 
system in cross-border disputes. Source : internationallawoffice 

PLEASE MAINTAIN YOUR MAILBOX, DUE TO NEW POLICY OF THE 
PROVIDER, YOUR ADDRESS WILL BE “DEACTIVATED” AUTOMATICALLY 

IF THE MAIL IS BOUNCED BACK TO OUR SERVER  
If this happens to you please send me a mail at newsclippings@gmail.com to reactivate 

your address again 
You can also read the latest newsletter daily online via the link : 

http://newsletter.maasmondmaritime.com/ShippingNewsPdf/magazine.pdf  
 
 

mailto:newsclippings@gmail.com�
http://newsletter.maasmondmaritime.com/ShippingNewsPdf/magazine.pdf�


DAILY COLLECTION OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2019 – 058 
 

 

5Distribution : daily to 41.100+  active addresses                   27-02-2019                                                            Page 31         

…. PHOTO OF THE DAY ….. 

 
3 tugboats transporting a heavy load barge in the Port of Rotterdam. 

Photo : Peet de Rouw ©  CLICK at the photo ! 
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